
“1 OCTOBER” SECURITY CONCERNS REVISITED AT THE 25TH 

INTERNATIONAL TOURISM SECURITY CONFERENCE 

 

“We all came to understand in some way that though human beings are beautiful, we can also be our 

own worst enemies,” said Dr. Peter Tarlow, President of Tourism and More, Inc., to wrap up the first day 

of presentations at the 25th International Tourism Security Conference. 

 

Though over 6 months have passed since 58 people were gunned down on the Las Vegas strip, the  

“1 October” shooting is still in the hearts and minds of individuals across the country. The 2017 shooting 

was a central topic in many of the presentations given by speakers from various countries at the 25th 

International Tourism Security Conference, put on by the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority 

last week.  

 

The conference kicked off with a presentation by Stacey Escalante, founder and CEO of Escalante Media 

Management LLC and Adam Coughran, President of Safe Kids, Inc. The duo of media experts went into 

depth on the issue of crisis communication during the “1 October” incident.  

 

Coughran criticized the decision of officials to release information too quickly after the shooting 

occurred. He said he believed officials released the timeline of events too soon, leading to discrepancies 

and in turn, conspiracy theories.  

 

Escalante and Coughran used the conspiracy theories and communication mistakes made in the  

“1 October” incident to remind conference attendees that it is acceptable to explain to media 

personnel, “I don’t know, but I will get back to you when I have that information.”  

 

Along with miscommunication, the topic of dealing with terrorism and mass violence also fit into the  

“1 October” lesson addressed at the conference. Hal Kempfer, Chief Executive Officer and Founder of 

Knowledge and Intelligence Program Professionals in Long Beach California, gave a presentation all 

about the terrorism and mass violence we have seen in Parkland, Orlando and Las Vegas.  

 

“1 October has changed a lot of things, and if you look back, we’ve seen these big attacks in Paris, 

Orlando and other places” Kempfer said, “All of this is cumulative, we know the terrorists look at the 

tourism venues.”  

 

Kempfer continued to say, “We still don’t know why Steven Paddock did what he did, but he chose the 

target of a high-profile tourist venue.” 

 

Kempfer asked in his presentation, “Can we do better?” and his answer is yes, if we expand public 

awareness and understanding on how to prevent and prepare for threats of mass violence.  

 



Even with the “1 October” incident in the rearview mirror of many tourists, others are asking, “what is 

next?” The answer was summed up by Coughran who said, “We have to continue to live our lives, we 

have to continue to travel and enjoy it and if we don’t, then they win, then the terrorists win.” 

 

Coughran went on to explain that, “Conferences like this allow the public whether it is in America or 

abroad to continue to visit these destinations feel safe, feel secure and have a memorable experience.” 

 

Credit: Rachel Spacek, Freelance Reporter, Reno, Nevada. Ms. Spacek can be contacted at 
rachelspacek8@gmail.com  
 

ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL TOURISM SAFETY ASSOCIATION 

Since 1992, the International Tourism Safety Association (ITSA), a non-profit organization, has 

been charged with providing tourism security professionals with a forum to learn, grow and 

develop professionally. ITSA’s mission brings destinations together through training efforts such 

as its annual conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. Each year, this important event focuses 

on providing delegates from around the world with new information, trends, equipment, 

strategies and smart practices intended to safeguard visitors of destinations worldwide. For 

more information, visit www.touristsafety.org. 
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